A Stitch in Time
Having managed firms of solicitors for over twenty five years it never ceases to amaze me how clients will leave matters to the last minute. Below I have listed some of the areas that my colleagues here at Kirbys have problems with.
Wills

It takes a fear of flying to make people rush to see us a week before their holiday to make a Will, which takes time to draft to suit each individual.
Power of Attorney

Not just for elderly people as accidents or illness can leave the young without capacity. Anyone can make one at any time without detriment to themselves, so don’t leave it until you are incapable of making one. 
Lasting Powers of Attorney must be registered at the Office of the Public Guardian before they can be used and this takes in the region of fourteen weeks before your Attorneys can act on your behalf.

House Sales and Purchases

Gather together all documents, guarantees, planning consents, deeds, electric and gas compliance certificates, etc,. Organise your monies for deposits, arrange mortgages, and don’t go on holiday during completion.
Do not accept an offer until you know the length of the chain and that the purchaser has funds in place; cash buyers are not always so.

Cohabitation Agreement 
A Cohabitation Agreement should be completed before moving in together to protect your assets, especially property.  A Solicitor can help clarify your financial commitments, set out each person's share in any property and what arrangements might be made for financial support. 

Pre Nuptial Agreement

Better to prepare one a good few months before the wedding day, not after.
Time Limits for Legal Action

The law imposes many time limits and creates many timetables which if missed can even prevent legal action being taken at all.  These limits vary.  For example, to sue for a debt based on contract, the limit is six years from the date the liability to pay under the contract arose.  For personal injury, the limit is three years from the date of the injury being sustained.

Squatters Rights

To claim land by adverse possession (squatting) a mere twelve years without interference by the true owner is required.

Commercial Property Leases
When taking a lease of commercial premises involve your solicitor before the terms are agreed, so he can give advice before the terms are settled.

When using an option to end a commercial lease, which will in any event be extremely time sensitive, consult your Solicitor at least twelve months before.

Space does not permit a comprehensive guide but advice is readily on hand at Kirbys on 01423 542000

