Dealing with a Person’s Estate – Think before you act
It is difficult losing a loved one, and issues that have to be addressed at such a time can be daunting.  But before you undertake too many of the necessities, consider visiting your Solicitor as early on in the process as you can.  It may prove worthwhile.

It is possible that the deceased’s Solicitor holds not only the original Will, but also details of their funeral wishes.  It could be simply confirming a preference for burial or cremation, to more detailed descriptions of their preferred service venue and hymns, and even where they wish their ashes to be scattered.  Such instructions can help at such a time.

Whilst you may be named as an executor of the Will, do you want to be responsible for making such decisions if you are not?  Arranging the funeral for example, may result in you incurring immediate expenses, for which you may not be reimbursed for some time.

Funeral bills can be paid from a deceased’s bank or building society account before extracting the Grant of Representation, provided there are sufficient funds in the accounts.  If a person’s funds are tied up in stocks and shares or property it may take some time before there is cash available to meet such payments, meaning interest can be incurred on an outstanding funeral account unless you pay it in the meantime.  Indeed, some funeral directors may seek payment of disbursements upfront, before carrying out the service.

We have all seen the advertisements about policies to pay for, or contribute to, funeral expenses, but will they always pay out before the Grant of Representation?  Or could you find yourself paying such expenses, to be reimbursed perhaps months later?

Remember, even if you are named as executor, you may decide you do not wish to take on the role.  From family difficulties and the complexity of a person’s estate, to your own personal circumstances, it may prove beneficial to discover all of the facts first.  Otherwise, did you know that requesting money due on certain insurance policies, or taking simple steps of informing financial companies about a person’s death, may mean you have “intermeddled” and you cannot withdraw from your appointment as an executor, even if you want to.
When the time comes, consider meeting your Solicitor as the first step.  It may prove to be well worth taking. For advice and guidance please contact Karen Thompson at Kirbys on 01423 542000 or E-mail: mail@kirbysllp.co.uk
